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MESSAGE
FROM THE AMBASSADOR

This edition of EU News is dedicated to the flood-crisis. This disaster is unprecedented with so
many people affected, such vast areas of land inundated, so much infrastructure washed away
and the livelihood of millions destroyed. At some stage in the future we must find answers to
questions that inevitably need to be asked: "How did this happen and could this have been
avoided"? Many more questions no doubt will be raised as well.

But first we must provide much needed humanitarian assistance and help with early recovery. At
the same time we must plan for reconstruction.

The European Union's response was swift and generous. Within a week of first reports of the
devastation the European Commission allocated €30M for relief. Within a month this amount
had increased to €70M.

Commissioner Kristalina Georgieva visited Pakistan on 24 and 25 August to witness first hand
what was happening.

The European Union Member States also lived up to the responsibility they have in a situation
like this. To date 23 out of 27 Member States have provided humanitarian assistance and help
for early recovery. The total amount of EU assistance is in excess of €360M. A very clear sign of
the solidarity not only of the authorities in Europe but also of the European people.

Most of the assistance provided is channelled through the UN system, other International
Organizations (e.g. Red Cross movement) and through International NGOs. This in order not to
over-stretch the capacity of national and provincial authorities who are responding through
government systems.

The European Union stands ready to provide further assistance, also during the reconstruction
phase. But, as part of the wider international community, it can only help, not substitute for the
Government. In order to be successful in the reconstruction efforts Pakistan must embark on the
necessary political, economic and social reforms that will ensure the sustainability of the democratic
system and that will bring the desired political, economic and social stability the people of this
country deserve.

Jan de Kok
Ambassador/Head of Delegation

www.delpak.ec.europa.eu




AJK VISIT

During the first week of July 2010, EU Member
States Ambassadors were in AJK on a two day
visit to observe the progress achieved by the
Build Back Better initiative and the challenges
that remain to be addressed.

Led by the EU Ambassador Jan de Kok, the
EU mission comprised Ambassadors of
Denmark and France and First Secretaries of
Belgium and Netherland embassies and the
Second Secretary of British High Commission.

Impressed by the enthusiastic participation of
children in the summer camp at the newly built
school in Charoota near Muzaffarabad,
Ambassador Jan de Kok said, “The quality of
education holds the key to development in
Pakistan”. Mr. Kok further remarked that well
educated youth would in future provide strong
leadership for the country.

EU Member States
contribution to flood
relief

Since the beginning of this crisis the European
Commission and the EU Member States have
provided more than €360 million for aid to the
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German Ambassador Dr. Michael Koch handing over relief goods to DG
NDMA Hassan Zulfigar for flood affected persons at Chaklala Airbase.

Photo Courtesy of Irshad Sheikh)
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A purified water tank donated.by thezch W‘GO “Peopl
Need" in the district Nawshera in KP province.
(Photo Courtesy of Jan Sibik)
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Avrrival of a German funded Disaster Relief Unit provided by
the German Red Cross at the Islamabad airport
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Relief goods provided by the French government being
unloaded from a plane.

Relief goods provided by the government of Denmark
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Commissioner's Visit

Kristalina Georgieva, European Commissioner
for International Cooperation, Humanitarian
Aid and Crisis Response along with a
delegation of officials visited Pakistan on 24-
25 August 2010 for a first hand knowledge of
the situation created by the unprecedented
floods, assessment of the damage and
devastation caused in various parts of the
country and to identify the next steps in efforts
by the EU for the relief, rehabilitation and
development works in the affected areas.

On the first day of her visit to Pakistan, the

Commissioner met Prime Minister Gillani,
Foreign Minister Qureshi, Chairman National

Disaster Management Authority, World Bank
Country Director, ADB Country Director, UN
Humanitarian Director, ECHO and the EU
Delegation, Red Cross Family and
representatives of various NGOs. She received
detailed briefings and discussed all aspects of
the current flood situation, damage assessment
relief and rehabilitation needs to meet the
challenging situation.

On the second day she made a field visit to
the flood affected areas of Nowshera in the
Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province. The

Commissioner was given detailed briefings by

™M

the local officials regarding the extent of
damage and the measures taken to mitigate
the sufferings of the effected people.

(Photos Courtesy of Muzammil Pasha/SIPA PRESS)
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She also addressed a press conference in
Islamabad on the conclusion of her two day
visit. Giving her impressions of the field visit
and the briefings she had received, she warned
of a food crisis in the country if timely steps
were not taken to address the challenges posed
to the agriculture sector by the calamity. She
added tﬁat massive tracts of agricultural land

had been submerged and food security and
livelihood would be a major challenge in
coming months. She said the UN and relief
agencies estimated that around six million

people would need food assistance over the
next three months because crops and food
stocks had been destroyed by the floods. She
also laid stress on water resource management
and building of reservoirs to help agriculture
and energy sectors and reduce flood risks. She
held out on assurance that EU would stand by
Pakistan and release more funds after
completion of the damage and needs
assessment.

(Photos Courtesy of Muzammil Pasha/SIPA PRESS)
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ECHO's Contribution

Monsoon floods in Pakistan: a
third of the country under water

Pakistan is facing the worst floods in 80 years
having killed more than 1802" people and
affected an estimated 20.03% million people.
Up to 12.43 million of those are expected to
be in urgent need of humanitarian assistance.

Humanitarian aid

The floods, which began in late July 2010 after
heavy monsoon rains, have left a trail of
devastation from northern Pakistan to the
southern province of Sindh. Millions have been
uprooted from their homes as the floods
engulfed villages and towns across the country
damaging crops and killing livestock.

The immediate priorities for the population
are shelter, food assistance, the provision of
clean drinking water, access to health care and
sanitation facilities. ECHO has allocated €70
million to address the impact of the floods on
the Pakistani people working through
international relief organizations in the most
affected areas.

Civil protection

The EU Civil Protection Mechanism was
activated on the 6" August responding to the
request for assistance from Pakistan's
government to the international community.

The main tasks of the EU Civil Protection Team
are coordinating the incoming EU in-kind
assistance and assisting the handing over to

Pakistani authorities, liaising with national
authorities (National Disaster Management
Agency) and supporting the UN coordination
and assessment teams (UNDAC, UNOCHA,
clusters). One of the European Civil Protection
Team experts assisted the UNDAC team,
working on environmental issues.

Sweden, Austria, France, Slovakia, Germany,
Greece, United Kingdom, Spain, Italy and
Hungary have offered in-kind assistance to
Pakistan for a value of more than 3 and a half
million of Euros.

The EU CP Mechanism has been previously
activated for the earthquake in Pakistan (2005)
and provided important relief support.

Ongoing and past crises

The floods come on the heels of an ongoing
crisis where almost three million people were
displaced from their homes due to conflict
between the military and insurgents in the
north of the country.

People are still fleeing their homes. Over the
last twelve months, the Commission has given
a total of €115.25 million in aid for the victims
of both humanitarian crises in Pakistan.

There are also an estimated 1 million Afghan
refugees in Pakistan living in camps near the
border of both countries. ECHO's contribution
this year is €750,000 humanitarian aid to help
with the voluntary repatriation of the Afghan
refugees.

Pakistan is prone to natural disasters, ECHO
funded almost €50 million after the country's
epic earthquake in 2005 and has been in
Pakistan since 1994 having funded a total of
more than €190 million in humanitarian aid.

123 All figures have been provided by OCHA
and are valid upto the time of this publication
going into print. These may change later.
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The Commission and
Member States join
efforts to transport large
relief aid to Pakistan

An Antonov AN-124 cargo aircraft arrived in
Pakistan in August with 100 tons of assistance
provided in a joint effort by Germany, Italy,
Austria and the Czech Republic, which offered
the plane on a cost-free basis. This shipment
was coordinated by the Commission's
Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) which
had a team of civil protection experts in Pakistan
to monitor the distribution of EU in-kind
assistance. The team welcomed the new aid
delivery at the airport in Islamabad.

The Commissioner for International
Cooperation, Humanitarian Aid and Crisis
Response, Kristalina Georgieva declared: "This
joint operation shows clearly that when Europe
works together we deliver our aid better,
cheaper and more efficiently."

The material transported included equipment
to set up 10 medical posts, medical equipment,
material for shelters and other urgently needed

relief items for the victims of the floods in
Pakistan.

The Antonov airplane, one of the biggest
cargo-lifters available worldwide, picked up
assistance from Brindisi / Italy, stopped over
in Leipzig to upload shelter material from
Germany and Austria before leaving for
Islamabad.

The MIC worked in close cooperation with the
Council’'s Movement Planning Cell which
identified flight options.

Background

Since the beginning of this crisis the European
Commission and the EU Member States have
provided more than €360 million for aid to the
victims of this overwhelming disaster.

The EU Civil Protection Mechanism (EUCPM)
has been activated to respond to the request
for assistance from Pakistan's government. The
Monitoring and Information Centre (MIC) within
ECHO had been in touch with all 31 countries
participating in the European Civil Protection
Mechanism.

(Photos Courtesy of Muzammil Pasha/SIPA PRESS)

www.delpak.ec.europa.eu



European Union’s contribution to flood relief*

Country

In funding

In kind

Austria

5,600,000

890,000

Belgium

2,000,000

Cyprus

70,000

30,000

Czech republic

160,000

1,200,000

Denmark

14,262,381

3,002,145

Estonia

64,000

European Union
(through ECHO)

150,000,000

Finland

5,190,000

France

1,860,000

1,449,961

Germany

35,000,000

3,532,598

Greece

100,000

Hungary

73,300

Ireland

1,700,000

Italy

3,500,000

770,000

Lithuania

14,481

Luxembourg

530,000

Malta

10,000

Netherlands

34,800,000

Poland

1,50,000

Romania

100,000

Slovakia

50,000

75,000

Slovenia

10,000

Spain

5,429,464

525,000

Sweden

18,504,407

606,822

United Kingdom

66,720,856

3,287,449

Total Relief (cash and
kind in EUR)

361,267,864

*All figures are valid upto the time of this publication going into print. These may change later.
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