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MESSAGE
FROM THE AMBASSADOR
The second EU-Pakistan Summit was held in Brussels on 4 June 2010. From an institutional point
of view much has changed since the Summit last year. In Pakistan, the passing of the 18th
Amendment to the Constitution by Parliament meant that the Prime Minister Yusuf Raza Gilani
was co-chairing the Summit. On the EU side, the coming into effect of the Lisbon Treaty on 1st
December last year, meant that EU Council President Herman van Rompuy was co-chairing the
Summit. European Commission President Jose Manuel Barroso was also present, as was Trade
Commissioner Karel de Gucht. Both parties agreed on a 5-year engagement plan with the
objective to develop a far more strategic partnership than before. While trade issues, especially
better market access for Pakistani exports, and development cooperation efforts to help Pakistan
achieve its MDG targets, remain important components of the partnership, the 5-year engagement
plan goes far beyond this. Pakistan has again demonstrated that it is keen to have regular high-
level discussions with the EU. Prime Minister Gilani has indicated that he will attend the next
ASEM Summit in Brussels early October this year. While this is a regional gathering of EU and
Asian countries, this will give both sides another opportunity to exchange views on matters of
mutual interest.

Mrs. Ashton, High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and  Security Policy and Vice
President of the European Commission, and Foreign Minister Shah Mehmood  Qureshi will co-
chair a Friends of Democratic Pakistan Ministerial meeting on 15th October in Brussels. The
Ministerial meeting will be preceded by a senior officials meeting on 14 October 2010.

As you can see a hive of activity on the EU-Pakistan relations front; these more frequent high-
level contacts bode well for the strengthening of the partnership, to the benefits of all.

The European Commission organized a global drawing competition and 10 year old Abdullah
Abid from Pakistan was one of the winners. Such initiatives are welcoming for a healthy EU-PAK
relationship.

Jan de Kok
Ambassador/Head of Delegation
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His Excellency Jan de
Kok’s visit to Pakistan
Society
Pakistan Society's (PS) Drop-in Centre at New
Karachi (Naya Qadam Project) became witness
to a historic event in the course of PS’s services
for the vulnerable communities in Sindh, when
a delegation from the EU, headed by Mr. Jan
de Kok, EU Ambassador to Pakistan, visited
the project site on 16 April 2010.

The distinguished guests were enthusiastically
welcomed by Dr. Saleem Azam, President of
the NGO, as well as all the staff members and
beneficiaries associated with the Naya Qadam
project.

In the end, the beneficiaries associated with
Pakistan Society presented different souvenirs
to the distinguished guests.

EU celebrates World
Press Freedom Day

World Press Freedom Day (3 May) is an
occasion to remind the world of the importance
of protecting the fundamental human right of
freedom of expression enshrined in Article 19
of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.
The Delegation of the EU in Pakistan celebrated
World Press Freedom Day here. Federal
Information Minister Qamar Zaman Kaira was
the Chief Guest and also served as a panelist.
The other discussion panelists included
Mr. Iqbal Khattak from Reporters Without

Borders, Mr. Nasir Ayaz, GM PEMRA, Mr. Ghazi
Salahuddin from the Human Rights
Commission, Mr. Haroon Rashid representing
BBC and Mr. Shaukat Khattak from SAMAA TV,
Peshawar. The occasion was also graced by a
number of EU Member States Ambassadors.
Apart from representatives of press and media
offices based in Islamabad, journalists from
national newspapers and leading regional
newspapers participated in the event and
highlighted the problem areas and challenges
they face.

EU allocates ¤50m for
food security
The EU has allocated ¤50 million for Pakistan
and one billion globally to address the
emerging issue of food security. More than 60
million people are suffering from food insecurity
in Pakistan.

This was shared  by the Ambassador of EU Mr.
Jan de Kok, Mr. Wolfgang Herbing Country
Director, World Food Program (WFP), Secretary
Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Livestock
(MINFAL) Mr. Zia-ur-Rehman and Secretary
Sindh Mr. Agha Jan Akhtar during a dialogue
work-shop on food security. The Head of
Delegation and Ambassador of the EU Jan de
Kok said that the EU has allocated globally ¤
one billion to address the issue of food security
amongst the vulnerable segment of population
such as children and women.

Europe Day
60th anniversary of the Europe Day was
celebrated throughout the world on 9 May. It
symbolized the Declaration of Robert Schuman
that changed the course of European history.
This declaration had the virtue of brevity and
clarity. It was bold yet visionary and down to
earth. Schuman believed that Europe will not
be made all at once, or according to a single
plan. It will be built through concrete
achievements which first create de facto
solidarity.

In Pakistan the Europe day Reception was held
at Serena in Islamabad and was attended by
Member States’ Ambassadors amongst other
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distinguished guests. On this occasion, the
Chief Guest Dr. Firdous Awan, Federal Minister
for Population Welfare highlighted the
importance of Pakistan and EU relations and
stressed that Pakistan and EU need to work
together in eradicating terrorism, promoting
trade and thanked EU on the continuous
support in all sectors. The EU Ambassador Jan
de Kok in his speech thanked the guests and
hoped that Pakistan and EU will continue to
work together for mutual benefit.

Visit by Mr. Stefano
Sannino
Mr. Stefano Sannino, the Deputy Director
General for External Relations, European
Commission, visited Pakistan on 1-4 March
2010. Mr Sannino had high-level meetings with
representatives from the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs, the Ministry for Financial and Economic
Affairs, the Prime Minister’s office, and the
National Counter-Terrorism Authority, as well
as with international organisations and civil
society. He discussed ways to strengthen and
broaden the strategic partnership between the
EU and Pakistan.

EU-Pakistan Joint
Commission
The 3d EU-Pakistan Joint Commission was held
in Islamabad on 25 March 2010. The Joint
Commission was co-chaired by Mr. Sibtain Fazal
Halim, Secretary Economic Affairs Division,
Pakistan and Mr. James Moran, Director Asia
DG External Relations, European Commission.
Sub-group meetings on cooperation and
governance, human rights and migration were
held on 24 March. The Joint Commission
allowed for open discussions on a large range
of subjects of mutual interest in view of
deepening and strengthening EU-Pakistan
relations. It also prepared the ground for the
second EU-Pakistan Summit on 4 June, as well
as for the Ministerial meeting of the Friends of
Democratic Pakistan that will be held in Brussels
on 14-15 October 2010.

Second EU-Pakistan
Summit, Brussels
The second EU-Pakistan Summit was held in
Brussels on 4 June 2010. The EU was
represented by Mr. Herman Van Rompuy,
President of the European Council and by Mr.
Jose Manuel Barroso, President of the
European Commission. Commissioner for Trade
Karel De Gucht also took part. The Islamic
Republic of Pakistan was represented by Prime
Minister Syed Yusuf Raza Gilani, with Foreign
Minister Makhdoom Shah Mahmood Qureshi
and Commerce Minister Makhdoom
Mohammad Amin Fahim also in attendance.

Strengthening the Strategic
Dialogue
Both sides have agreed to reinforce their
commitment by drawing up a 5-year
Engagement Plan which will outline specific
targets for joint actions. Leaders agreed that
such a plan will be jointly drawn up after the
Summit. There will be a framework for
consultations at ministerial or senior official
level.

The leaders decided to take this process further
by taking concrete measures including the
following:

– As part of this dialogue, Pakistan would
welcome EU support in areas including regional
security, stability and prosperity, human rights,
democracy, economy and trade, science and
technology, disarmament and non-proliferation,
counter-terrorism, counter narcotics, energy,
education and cultural cooperation.

– The EU and Pakistan will also focus their
common agenda on implementation of the
Malakand Development Strategy.

– The EU and Pakistan agreed to raise the level
of the existing Joint Commission so that this
can act as the principal body charged with
preparing the whole range of issues covered
by the enhanced Strategic Dialogue.
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Security
The EU expressed appreciation and support
for Pakistan’s determination to combat terrorism
and extremism and acknowledged the great
sacrifices being made by the people and
security forces of Pakistan towards peace and
stability in the region.

Pakistan welcomed the launch of an EU
“Civi l ian Capacity Bui lding for Law
Enforcement” programme in March 2010 to
support the government's counter-terrorism
efforts. This programme aims at capacity
building in the field of civil law enforcement
by supporting the National Counter-Terrorism
Authority (NACTA) in becoming a fully
operational and effective institution.

Trade and Investment
The EU and Pakistan re-emphasised the
importance of a strong trading relationship
and the impetus it can give to restore and
enhance economic stability and prosperity.
The two sides agreed that it is essential to
create the administrative and security
conditions which would allow investment to
develop and reverse the declining trends
rapidly.

The EU and Pakistan are stepping up their
cooperation in the field of trade-related
capacity building. To this end, the EU will
increase the funding for trade related technical
assistance.

Energy
Both sides recognized the need to work
towards achieving safe, secure, affordable and
sustainable energy supplies.

Development
The EU reiterated its commitment to support
Pakistan’s economic and social development
consistent with Pakistan’s development strategy.
In this context funding under the Development
Cooperation Instrument (DCI) for the period
2011-2013 is expected to rise by 50% to ¤75
million per annum.

The EU assured Pakistan that it will continue
to provide assistance to those affected by
terrorism. Thus, the EU will support the
Malakand Development Strategy, also through
the Khyber Pakhtunkhwa/FATA/Balochistan
Multi-Donor Trust Fund, managed by the World
Bank. The EU is participating as a major partner
in a Post Crisis Needs Assessment (PCNA).

Humanitarian Assistance
The EU assured Pakistan that it will continue
to provide humanitarian assistance following
international norms. In this context, the
importance of respect for international
humanitarian law was reiterated.

Regional issues
The EU and Pakistan underlined their
commitment to strengthen cooperation for
peace, security and stability in Afghanistan and
the wider region.

The EU reiterated the importance of Pakistan
and India normalising their relations and
welcomed the resumption of a dialogue
process. It expressed the hope that this would
help to resolve outstanding issues and build
trust and confidence between the two
neighbours.

Democracy, Governance and
Promotion of Human Rights
The EU appreciated Pakistan’s efforts to realise
the consolidation of democratic institutions,
the rule of law and achieving economic and
social development in the spirit of the
Constitution. It welcomed constitutional
amendments which reinforce the role of
Pakistan’s elected assemblies and plans for
further electoral reforms.
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The EU welcomed Pakistan’s achievements
towards institutional progress in the human
rights field, in particular the establishment of
a Ministry for Human Rights, a Ministry for
Minor i t ies  and moves towards the
establishment of an independent National
Human Rights Commission.

Climate Change
The EU and Pakistan agreed to initiate dialogue
on climate change in the context of UNFCCC
negotiation following the 15th Conference of
Parties at Copenhagen in December 2009,
including on building Pakistan’s capacity to
combat the effects of climate change.

Other issues
Pakistan welcomed the offer by the High
Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs
and Security Policy to host the next Ministerial
meeting of the Friends of Democratic Pakistan
in Brussels on 15 October 2010.

It was also agreed to convene a Ministerial
meeting in the second half of 2010 as part of
the EU-Pakistan Strategic Dialogue process.

Inauguration of the
Banaw Langla School in
Muzaffarabad District of
Pakistan Administered
Kashmir
On 5 October 2005, a catastrophic earthquake
measuring 7.6 on the Richter scale struck the
northern areas of Pakistan, killing 73,000 and
leaving 3 million homeless. Nearly 6,000 schools
were destroyed affecting approximately 450,000
primary school-age children. The region's
educational infrastructure was destroyed.

In order to bring these children back to school

temporary tent schools were setup along with
transitional shelters to train teachers. School
material was also provided and it was also
pledged that some of the destroyed schools
will be replaced with earthquake resistant
permanent buildings.

Banaw Langla is a village located in the
picturesque Jhelum Valley.

The only girls primary school in this village,
with about 35 pupils and one teacher, was
destroyed in the earthquake.

Children from this school have since been
attending a tent school in an open area of the
village.

Recently, the permanent school building of the
Government Girls Primary School, Banaw
Langla supported by EU and other donors was
inaugurated.

The beautiful school building has been
constructed at a cost of US $72,000 with funding
from the Canadian International Development
Agency (CIDA), Australian Aid for International
Development (AusAid), the EU and the
Kingdom of Netherlands.

EC and UNICEF provide
new impetus to
education for the
children of Chanal Bung,
AJK
It takes eight-year-old Irsa half an hour to walk
to school every morning. Living in the hilltop
village of Chanal Bung, she and her friends
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climb down the steep slope, towards the
shining red roof gleaming in the early morning
sunlight.

Irsa and her classmates are enrolled in the
brand new Government Girls Primary School
in Chanal Bung, a small village of 6,000 people
near Muzaffarabad, the capital of Pakistan-
Administered Kashmir.

With support from donors, government
counterparts and implementing partners 425
schools have been built, 144 permanent and
281 Pre-fabricated schools that directly benefit
40,400 children including 18,000 girls.

The Chunal Bang School was constructed with
generous support from the Government and
people of the EC. Completed at a cost of Rs
8 million (about US$ 96,700) the school has
three large classrooms, a principal's office,
storage areas, an airy veranda and six toilets.
Large enough to accommodate over 200
students, the school is presently benefiting 175
children. Nearby, the local boys high school is
also under construction.

The partners are committed to ensuring that
newly constructed schools are Built Back Better,
with good water and sanitation facilities,
spacious classrooms and able to withstand
earthquakes. Also creating a child-friendly
environment for education, in which teachers,
parents, students and community members
are equally committed to the well-being of the
school and promoting student participation
and teacher training to improve inclusiveness
and quality of education.
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The Sindh Education
Reform Programme
The provincial Government of Sindh (GoS),
Pakistan, has a Reform Support Unit (RSU) in
the Department of Education (DoE), which
coordinates the Sindh Education Reform
Programme (SERP). The RSU provides policy
reform inputs and implementation capacity
support for sector-wide improvements in
education in terms of access and quality. The
SERP is supported by the EU and the World
Bank.

EU Sector Budget Support and
Technical Assistance
The EU provides ¤39 million of Sector Budget
Support over a period of five years (2007-2011)
to support the SERP. The EU also provides a
wide range of capacity-building Technical
Assistance (TA) for the SERP. Under the EU TA
programme a deliberate effort has been made
to strengthen the test development capacity
of the Sindh Provincial Education Assessment
Centre (PEACE), through the development of
good test items, valid and reliable tests,
increasing the statistical and sampling capacity
of PEACE, and by enhancing the understanding
and practical skills of PEACE staff and related
departmental staff as well as providing advice
regarding the organizational and institutional
development of PEACE.

What is PEACE?
PEACE is the only institute in Sindh province
responsible for conducting assessments of
Elementary education learning achievements,
with the objective of improving the quality of
education at school, district and provincial
level. It was established in 2002 and operates
within the Bureau of Curriculum and Extension
Wing (BoC) of the DoE, and is located at
Jamshoro.

The Mathematics Grade IV
Survey of 2009
A representative sample mathematics
assessment survey was conducted in 2009 to
measure the degree of mastery of grade IV





EU-Pakistan Trade
The EU is Pakistan’s main trading partner. The
EU-Pakistan trade remains relatively stable as
EU imports from Pakistan showed a slight
growth from ¤3.4 billion in 2007 to ¤3.6 billion
in 2008 but registered a slight reduction to ¤3.3
billion in 2009. The EU exports to Pakistan
shrunk slightly from ¤3.7 billion in 2008 to ¤3.5
billion in 2009. Pakistan’s trade deficit with the
EU widened from ¤286 million in 2008 to ¤300
million in 2009, which is comparable to the
2007 figure.

Pakistan Trade
percentage change

Pakistan’s integration into the
global market
The EU supports Pakistan’s integration into the
global market by granting Pakistan’s exports
reduced tariffs under the EU's Generalized
System of Preferences (GSP). As a result, almost
20% of Pakistan's exports enter the EU at zero
tariff and more than 70% at a preferential rate.

To qualify for the GSP+ arrangement for the
years 2009-2011 an applicant country had to
meet the following criteria:

• it shall ratify and effectively implement all
conventions listed in Annex III of the GSP
Regulation 980/2005 (on human and labour
rights, environmental protection and good
governance);

• it shall also give an undertaking to maintain
the ratification of the conventions and their
implementing legislation;

• it shall accept regular monitoring and review
of its implementation record in accordance
with the implementation provisions of the
conventions it has ratified;

• it shall as well be a vulnerable country as
defined in the GSP Regulation 980/20051.

While Pakistan continues to enjoy preferential
trade with the EU under the normal GSP it
aspires to obtain the GSP+ concessions. At
the time of Pakistan’s application for benefitting
from GSP+, however, Pakistan was not
considered a vulnerable country and it had not
fulfilled its human rights commitments as
specified in the GSP Regulation. Under the
normal GSP scheme, Pakistan continues to

benefit by exporting to the EU market at 3.5%
reduced tariff.

Pakistan is successfully responding to the trade
opportunities that are offered with more than
90% of its exports to the EU being eligible for
GSP preferences including its textiles and
clothing products. Pakistan needs to diversify
its export base to the EU which is highly
concentrated in textile products (over 65%).

Institutional Dialogue on Trade
The EU and Pakistan are engaged in an
institutional dialogue on trade relations. The
EU-Pakistan Joint Commission comprises inter
alia a Sub-Group on Trade which meets
bi-annually in Pakistan and Brussels.

Issues like trade policy, Pakistan’s sectoral
impetus on trade, antidumping cases and
mutual interest of business communities are
discussed in the Sub-Group on Trade.
However, other issues such as the possibility
of launching FTA negotiations or acquiring
improved market access via GSP+ or other
instruments is discussed in the Dedicated
Dialogue on Trade.

Fisheries exports
The last fisheries mission by the Food and
Veterinary Inspectors of the Health and
Consumers Directorate General (DG SANCO)
was held in 2007 which observed serious
hygiene problems at the Karachi Fish Harbour
and a non-compliance of the SPS (Sanitary and
Phyto-Sanitary) Measures. Following the
mission, the EU “delisted” all establishments
(private exporters), which meant that fishery
exports to the EU had to be suspended. The
EU recommended the competent authority,
the Marine Fisheries Department (MFD), to
take appropriate measures in this connection.
The MFD has informed the EU of their
preparedness to receive a new mission to verify
that the requested measures have been
successfully implemented. The EU is
considering this request and it is expected that
a Food and Veterinary Office (FVO) inspection
mission will visit Pakistan as soon as possible.
1 A vulnerable country is defined as one:
a) that is not classified by the World Bank as a high income country

during 3 consecutive years;
b) whose five largest sections of its GSP-covered imports into the

EU represent more than 75 % in value of its total GSP-covered
imports, and

c)  whose GSP-covered imports into the EU represent less than 1%
in value of total GSP-covered imports to the EU.
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